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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be avaiiabie under tine provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). in no event, fiowever, may a repiy be timeiy fiied 
after SiX (6) MONTHS from tfie maiiing date of tfiis communication. 

- if NO period for repiy is specified above, tfie maximum statutory period wiii appiy and wiii expire SiX (6) MONTHS from tfie maiiing date of tfiis communication. 

- Faiiureto repiy witfiin tfie set or extended period for repiy wiii, by statute, cause tfie appiication to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any repiy received by tfie Office iater tfian tfiree montfis after tfie maiiing date of tfiis communication, even if timeiy fiied, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 March 2011 . 
2a)\Z\ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1_£ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) ±£ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some *c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
wliicli papers liave been placed of record in the file. 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors, e.g., typographical, 
grammar, idiomatic, syntax and etc. Applicants' cooperations are requested in 
correcting any errors of which applicants may become aware in the specification. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the inclusion of 
legal phraseology often used in patent claims such as "comprises" in line 1 . See 
MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The drawings are objected to because of the following reasons: 

a) . Page 4, lines 15-30 refer to segments b), d), c), e) and f), however 
these segments are shown in the drawings. See also claim 1 . 

b) . Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art~ 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). [Compare 
with the recitation at page 10, lines 16-17]. 

c) . Failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) because reference character 
"8" has been used to designate both middle region and dividing wall at page 1 1 , 
line 17. See also page 10, lines 28-34. 

[Applicants should further check the specification and /or drawing(s) that 
different numbers do not refer to the same part; and vice versa, i.e., different 
parts are not being referred to by the same number]. 
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d). The drawings must sliow every feature of tine invention specified in tine 
claims. Tlierefore, tine elements in sections a) - h) recited in claim 1 must be 
shown with reference numerals in the drawings; and the letters with 
corresponding subscript recited in claim 5 must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not 
be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
a). The reference to Fig. 3 in claim 5 is improper. [One may interpret claims in 
light of the specification, and not vice versa]. 
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b). There are no proper antecedent basis for tine following limitations in the 
claims: "the middle region" in claim 1 , line 1 ; "the segments" in claim 1 ; "the 
operating pressure" and "the calculated ratios" in claim 5; "the liquid 
predistribution", and "the bank up principle" in claim 6; "the liquid distributor", and 
"the individual layers" in claim 8; and "the feed mixture introduced" (not initially 
recited in the base claim. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

a) . It is unclear what constitute the claimed "the bank-up principle", recited 
in claim 6, within the context of the claimed invention. 

b) The term "preferably" in claims 2-6 and 9 fails to ascertain the claimed 
invention with precision. 

c) .The term "fine " in claim 6 and "pure" in claim 9 are relative terms which 
render the claims indefinite. The terms are not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, 
and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope 
of the invention. 

d) . Claim 9 is indefinite without reciting any active, positive steps delimiting 
how the ethylhexyl p-methoxy- cinnamate is isolated as recited in the preamble. 

Claims 1-9 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gall et al, Zimmermann et all, Kaibel et al and EP' 1084741 all disclose a 
distillation apparatus with dividing walls. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to V. Manoharan whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1450. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Glenn Galdarola can be reached on (571) 272-1444. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

/Virginia Manoharan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1771 
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